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TheRright To Economic Self-Determination In Contemporary International Law

Ehab Mohammed Ibrahim Mohammed
PhD in Public International Law, Faculty of Law, Zagazig University, Egypt
E-mail : ehab.elderby@gmail.com

Abstract :
Self-determination is one of the most prominent principles on which the

contemporary international organization is based, which called on the United
Nations to stipulate it in more than one place in its charter as it represents one
of the basic pillars for achieving world peace. Since the aforementioned principle
essentially involves a set of rights combined in one concept, which is in line with
the concept of legal principles in general, several sub-concepts and more
specialized have emerged from this principle of rights related to the principle of
self-determination, among which is the right to political self-determination. The
right to economic self-determination as well as the right to social and cultural
self-determination.

The study deals with - in three main sections - the right to economic self-
determination in contemporary international law as one of the most important
aspects that make up the comprehensive concept of the right to self-
determination as stipulated in the Charter of the United Nations, The
importance of the study is due to the fact that the right to economic self-
determination is a necessary condition and an essential factor to support and
affirm the right to political self-determination, And that the political
independence of the state has no meaning unless it obtains its economic
independence. Hence, this study aims to identify the concept of the right of
economic self-determination in international law and to follow the different
stages of the development of its content until it crystallized in its contemporary
concept. It was found from the results of the study that this right can only be
achieved after confirming the principle of permanent state sovereignty over its
natural wealth and resources first, and then working to achieve comprehensive
development through which any manifestation of economic dependence can be
removed.

Keywords: Economic Self-Determination, Permanent Sovereignty Over
Natural Resources, Development, Democracy.
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