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Reasons For The Dissolution Of An Oath
( A Comparative Jurisprudence Study)

Ahmad bin Sulaiman bin Hamad al-Awdah
Department of Sharia, College of Sharia and Law, Al-Jouf University, Saudi Arabia
E-mail: asaloudah@ju.edu.sa

Abstract

All praise is due to Allah, may His peace and blessings be upon His Messenger,
to proceed with:

This research is concerned with explaining the reasons for the dissolution of an
oath by Allah, where the reasons are limited, and then each reason is studied
accordingly.

The study concluded: that the reasons for the dissolution of an oath by Allah
are limited to four reasons:

1. Breaking an oath and offering expiation

2. Honoring an oath

3. Making an exception in an oath

4. Apostasy from Islam.

The scholars unanimously agreed on the first three reasons, and they differed
about the dissolution of an oath by apostasy, the issue is subject to hesitation
according to the researcher, who tends to it that it is a reason for the dissolution
of the oath.

The meaning of perjury is: to break an oath by violating what he swore to, and
honoring an oath is in contrast to perjury, the exception in the oath: is when the
one giving an oath uses a safety clause by saying: Allah willing, or by basing the
oath on the will of a human being, or using the word (Illa) which means except for
or one of its synonyms.

In terms of the mandated ruling: the ruling on dissolution of an oath by perjury
in general is: If perjury is better than completing the oath, then perjury is
enjoined by Sharia unanimously, as for the details: the ruling on perjury varies
according to what is sworn to; it may be: obligatory, desirable, permissible,
disliked, or forbidden.

The mandated ruling for the dissolution of an oath by honoring the oath is the
complete opposite of the rulings on perjury; it is the opposite to it.

As for the ruling on making an exception, it is more likely that it is permissible;
it should neither be said that it is desirable nor obligatory.

Keywords: The Oath To Allah - Perjury In The Oath - The Dissolution Of Oaths —
The Exception In The Oath - Suspension Of The Oath.
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