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Abstract

This research deals with the problemsrelated to the original meaning of
the prepositional "min" (literally “from”): Whether it is originally used in
language to indicatestarting towards an objective, or ispartitive, or for the
clarification of something, or it is equivocally shared among all these
meanings. In an attempt to reach anjudgement on the matter, | have
examined the views of the scholars of Usul al- Figh, and found that their
views can be reduced to five. The first of such views understands that the
prepositional "min"is established to denote astarttowards an objective,
whether physical (such as a destination) or temporal, with
somedisagreement on the latter (the temporal) among those holding such
a view. Thus, if “min”is used to indicate something different from this, such
usage is deemed metaphorical. The second view holds that its original
meaning is partitive, while other meanings are metaphorical. The third view
holds that it is used to clarify the reality of a thing. The fourth view
maintains that its meaning is shared between starting towards an
objective, and patrtition. The fifth view is the same as the fourth with the
third meaning added as well.

However, | tend to the view of the majority, including most grammarians,
that holds that the prepositional "min" is established originally to indicate
starting toward an objective, and that if it is used to indicate other
meanings, it will be metaphorical, based on the strength of the evidences
of those who maintain it, and because it is the view of the gramarians first
off.Moreover, the consensus of linguists has been cited for the view that it
indicates as much. Such consensus may not be overlooked, because they
are more knowledgeable of the language and its intricacies than any other
people. In addition, the remaining meanings of "min" are reducible to this
meaning, and maintaining this view, therefore, will not surpass such other
meanings.

The practical impact of this matter has been shown in several branches
derived from it, whether in the domain of interpreting sacred texts, or inthe
branches of Juristic rulings derived from and based on them. It can also be
seen in the branches that | have mentioned as examples, which support
what | have maintained on this matter.
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