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Protecting Religious Sanctities
And Guaranteeing Freedoms In International Law

Hamzah Faham AlSulami

Department of Public Law, College of Law and Judicial Studies, University of
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

Email: Hfalsulamil@uj.edu.sa

Abstract:
During the last two decades, the phenomenon of insulting and belittling

religious sanctities, especially Muslim sanctities and symbols, has spread.
Various forms of religious intolerance, islamophobia, and the mockery of
beliefs have grown into grave violations of human rights and fundamental
freedoms as well as serious threats to international peace and security.
Against this backdrop, this research spotlights the issue of defining
boundaries between freedom of opinion and expression and the abstention
from offending the sanctities, and how this issue has been dealt with in
international law. To achieve this objective, this research entails an overview
of the various manifestations of the violation of religious sanctities, their
repercussions, and an account of the international efforts to strike the right
balance between protecting religious sanctities and guaranteeing freedoms.
This study reached several findings and recommendations, including calling
on international organizations to activate the charters and laws that clearly
define the boundaries between freedom of opinion and expression, and the
acts resulting from the abuse of this freedom that offend religious sanctities.

Keywords: Protection, Religious Sanctities, Guaranteeing Freedoms,

International Law.
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