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The Role of Fatwa In Protecting Intellectual Security
Khalid bin Nawar Al-Nimr
Department of Jurisprudence, College of Sciences and Humanities, Al-Shagra
University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
E-mail: kalnemer@su.edu.sa
Abstract:

The subject of the fatwa is one of the important topics, and it has its position in
Islamic law . One of the provisions related to Fatwa is to protect the position of the
fatwa from those who are not qualified to issue a Fatwa, notably in contemporary
times where individuals lacking the requisite qualifications have engaged in the
issuance of fatwas concerning matters pivotal to the destiny of the Ummah (Islamic
nation). This practice has catalyzed the propagation of extremist ideologies,
precipitated the splintering of allegiances, contributed to societal fragmentation,
and unfoundedly implicated the noble Islamic faith with allegations of rigidity,
extremism, and terrorism—a character from which Islam is unequivocally exempt,
especially with the rapid dissemination of fatwas across varied media, including
diverse social media platforms and numerous satellite channels.

Within this scholarly endeavor, the author elucidates the imperative of
adherence to the foundational tenets of fatwa issuance, characterized by its
robustness and the moderate methodology espoused by the righteous
predecessors, to protect fatwa from the ideological stringency and extremism. The
research underscores the importance of steadfastly clinging to the foundational
tenets of fatwa and fatwa issuance, maintaining the equilibrium of Shariah principles
devoid of personal biases; thereby, striving towards an accurate comprehension and
the right adaptation with life's evolving circumstances and innovations, to deduce
the appropriate Shariah verdicts therewith.

All this is done through a moderate approach towards fatwa issuance, to assure
that the Jurisprudential rulings of Islamic Shariah can encompass the multifaceted
complexities and novelties of life, thereby affirming the integrality of fatwa within
the fabric of reality, with the ultimate goal of fostering the well-being of humanity at
large, and the safety of Muslim and non-Muslim communities from extremism and
intellectual extremism in particular. The study is partitioned into three successive
sections, delineating firstly the essence and significance of fatwa within Islamic
Shariah, secondly the concept of intellectual security and its Shariah-based
justification, and thirdly the instrumental role of fatwa in safeguarding intellectual
security.

Keywords: The Advisory Opinion, Mufti, Questioner, Intellectual Security,
Fanaticism, Extremism, Legal Ruling
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