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The Changing Fatwa
Between Textual Constancy And The Changes Of Time
Osama Farghal Farag Abdel-Latif
Department of Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence, Faculty of Sharia and Law, Assiut,
Al-Azhar University, Egypt.
E-mail: osamafarghal.3922@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

This study is structured into a preface and three well-organized academic
chapters, preceded by an introductory section and concluded with a comprehensive
summary.

The introduction highlights the significance of the topic, its central problem, the
research objectives, and the adopted methodology. The preface clarifies the key
concepts, including the definition of fatwa, its essential components, the distinction
between fatwa, ijtihad, and legal rulings, along with the impact of temporal change
on Islamic jurisprudence.

The first chapter addresses the concept of textual permanence in Islamic law
and its relation to changing realities, through two sections: the first explains the
concept of fatwa and textual stability, their scopes, and types of evidence; the
second discusses how shifts in reality affect the validity of texts, with an emphasis
on the role of Magasid al-Shari'ah (higher objectives of Islamic law) in guiding
dynamic fatwas.

The second chapter explores the parameters governing the changeability of
fatwas, their causes and boundaries, and differentiates this from mere inconsistency
or laxity. It also discusses the difference between changing a fatwa and altering a
ruling, citing scholarly views and the influence of time on the evolution of legal
opinions.

The third chapter delves into the principles guiding fatwa issuance in
contemporary issues (nawazil), the impact of official fatwa institutions in shaping
legal discourse, and presents applied models of cases in which fatwas have evolved
in response to changing circumstances.

Finally, the conclusion presents the key findings and recommendations,
followed by general indices.

Keywords: Contemporary Fatwas, Change Of Fatwa, Renewal Of Fatwas, Stability Of
Text.
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Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyyah, 1st ed., 1416 AH / 1995 CE.

22. al-Qat‘iyyah min al-Adillah al-Arba‘ah, Muhammad Danbi Dakdri. Saudi Arabia:
‘Imadat al-Bahth al-‘llm1, al-Jami‘ah al-Islamiyyah, 1st ed., 1420 AH.

23. al-Qawa‘id, al-Husni. Ed. ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Sha‘lan. Riyadh:
Maktabat al-Rushd, 1st ed., 1418 AH / 1997 CE.
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2. Tadhkirat al-Huffaz, by al-Dhahabi. Beirut: Dar lhya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, n.d.
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