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The Implication of The Absolute Command For Once or Repetition According to
The Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence

Khaled Ibn Ahmed Ibn Ali Bani Araba
Department of Jurisprudence and Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence, College of
Sharia Sciences, Ministry of Higher Education, Scientific Research, and Innovation,
Sultanate of Oman
E-mail: khaledoraba2025@gmail.com
Abstract :

This research addresses a precise issue in Islamic legal theory (Ustl al-Figh)
concerning the “indication of the unrestricted command (al-amr al-mutlag) on
singularity or repetition.” It investigates whether such a command denotes a single
instance of action or repetition, analyzing various scholarly opinions and the legal
implications of these interpretations.

The significance of this study lies in its focus on one of the core principles of
Shari‘ah: unrestricted legal commands that lack accompanying conditions,
descriptions, or contextual clues. The research employs several methodologies,
including inductive reasoning to trace scholarly views, analytical methods to
examine evidences, and comparative analysis between Islamic schools of thought.

The structure of the paper includes three main sections: the first defines
“command” linguistically and technically, along with its forms and meanings. The
second discusses whether an unrestricted command indicates singular performance
or repetition, presenting four major views (non-indication, indication of singularity,
indication of repetition, and suspension of judgment). The third section illustrates
some juristic issues derived from this debate, such as whether one tayammum
suffices for multiple prayers, whether a woman told “divorce yourself” can do so
more than once, and the practice of feeding the bereaved.

The research concludes that the strongest opinion is that the unrestricted
command signifies only the general act, without indicating repetition or limitation to
a single instance, unless clarified by external evidence. The researcher recommends
precise use of terminology in legal theory, linking theoretical disputes with practical
rulings, and further exploring the deeper objectives behind Shari‘ah commands.

Keywords: Absolute Command, Repetition, Time, Fundamentalists, Legal Formulas.
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