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Abstract
Allama Shawkani’s Approach on Juristic Criticism
“Examples of Out-of-Context Reasoning”

The importance of this research becomes evident due to it dealing with an important
juristic issue, namely criticism in the principles of Islamic jurisprudence, and the field of
study is very delicate, namely, the reasoning outside the context. The importance of this
subject is further enhanced by the critical character chosen in this research as a prominent
scholar and specialist in the principles of Islamic jurisprudence, and he is the great
scholar Allama Muhammad bin Ali al-Shawkani and the book under study is Kitabu
Irshad al-Fuhul ila tahqiq al-Haq min Ilm al-Usul, one of the important juristic books on
the research of the principles of Islamic jurisprudence.

The researcher has tried through this distinctive study to contribute to highlight the
method of juristic criticism as adopted by Shawkani in his critical comments on the
reasoning of some specialists of the principles of Islamic jurisprudence in support of their
statements about islamic queries and rules of the principles of jurisprudence, and in his
showing criticism which turned out to be built by him according to a clear scientific and
strong methodology with rational explanation and description of the reasons stating that
those reasonings and argumentations are not valid because they are outside the context
and point of dispute and hence they do not refer to the disputed issue.

The study included: introduction, prelude, ten chapters, conclusion and indexes. The
most prominent results were: To highlight the distinction of the method of the criticism of
the principles of Islamic jurisprudence as adopted by Allama al-Shawkani. He is
distinguished in the criticism of definitions and the criticism of objections against them
and in the criticism of ascribing the statements and preferring one statement to others.
Allama al-Shawkani is also distinguished in his methodology in which he has criticized
the reasonings and argumentations terming them to be out of the context and point of
dispute. In this study, which included twenty-eight examples Allama al-Shawkani has
criticized the reasonings and argumentations given by some specialists of the principles
of Islamic jurisprudence and he has termed them as out of the context and the point of
dispute and invalidated the evidences. It shows the scholarly depth and accuracy in the
juristic investigation and excellence in criticism which Allah Almighty has given to him.

Among the recommendations of the study were: careful attention to the studies that
highlight the efforts of Islamic scholars in criticizing the juristic lessons in general and
benefiting from them in the development of skills and the expertise in the principles of
Islamic jurisprudence possessed by researchers. It has also recommended, in particular,
the study to complete the study of the method of the criticism of the principles of Islamic
jurisprudence as adopted by Shawkani in the rest of the topics on which the juristic rules
are based and particularly in the disputes that happened between the scholars of the
principles of Islamic jurisprudence.

May Allah bless our Prophet Muhammad and his family and companions.
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