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Abstract :

Inheritance was of little importance to primitives. As for the
inheritance of women in ancient civilizations: Like the ancient Egyptian
civilization - the most ancient eastern civilization- Egyptian women
had their inheritance on an equal footing with men. And the shares of
the children in the inheritance are equal. However, the inheritance
rights of women changed and were almost non-existentduring the
decline of the Pharaonic civilization due to the change of the customs
of the Egyptians, sometimes to the feudal system and sometimes to
the laws of the occupiers. Equality in inheritance has returned to all
sons and daughters since the time of Bocchoris.

As for the inheritance of women in Greek civilization —one of the
oldest ancient civilizations in the West - there was no inheritance for
women, because the Greeks saw the women from inferior side.
Because of the male preference over females, the female have not
got any inheritance right, even if they was linked by a paternal
relationship to the dead. Dowry was not a substitute for the
inheritance of women. The inheritance of the girl or the daughter of
the inheritance was not a pure right for her, but only temporary to pass
on to her son and this was in the case of epiclaires. Despite the
reforms of Solon and the development of women's right of inheritance,
women are still deprived of inheritance if the male heir is present.
Finally, the Spartan woman inherited half of the man's share.

As for the right of women ofinheritance at the age of
Romanianswas not better than that of the Greeks. They deprived her
at first, and she remained under permanent guardianship. The widow
had to return the dowry to the heirs of the dead husband if she
married another man. It is surprising that a fifty-year-old Romanian
woman is deprived of inheritance when she has no children. Her
confiscation is confiscated. Likewise, the woman who reached the age
of fifty and did not have three children or four for Ateeqa. The Roman
woman's right of inheritance and equality with men in it was not
developed until after a period of time by the intervention of emperors
with laws that amend what was in effect thanks to their recent
embrace of Christianity and its noble teachings.

There is an agreement that a Jewish woman passed through her
inheritance in Jewish law in several stages before she obtained her
right to it. The law of the Jews requires that the legacy of the dead
belongs to his male children only. And male sons conceal their sisters.
They Inherit onle]/ in the absence of the male branch. Sisters do not
inherit when there are brothers with them. Then, after some
development, and when the males disappeared after the dead (the
deceased), his daughters have the right to inherit with their uncles due
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to the occurrence of the daughters of "Salvhad", provided that they
marry their cousins from fathers' side, so as not to leave the legacy of
the deceased to a strange tribe. The wife did not inherit from her
husband, but he alone inherits her. The widow only has alimony. Then
her right developed, so she got a share equal to dowry upon her
marriage.And the girlsnow divide their share equally among them,
whether in real estate or movable propertyprovided that the male heir
branch does not exist.

As for the Christian religion, it had no tangible effect on the issue of
inheritance except in an indirect way, when the emperors embraced it
and became the official religion of the Roman state at the end of the
fourth century AD. The Christian religion considered the children of
continuous cohabitation to be an incomplete marriage, and she
decided on the inheritance according to the boyfriend to hisgirlfriend.
The boy’s lineage - male or female - was attached to his natural
father, and itdecided for them a right to alimony and a restricted right
to inheritance, making him Justinian no more than 1/12 of the estate if
the father died from legitimate children.

As for Islam, it was graded in the imposition of the inheritance of
women, so the Arabs were in their ignorance depriving her of it, as
they do the boy who did not fight. And their distribution of inheritance
had no fair legislation or regulatory law. Advocacy was one of the
foundations of their inheritance distribution. The relatives who
participate in wars and possess the spoil were only those who
deservelnheritance. The uncles and cousins deprived women, wives,
or widows of the inheritance. And this rule continued in the beginning
of Islam for reasons of gradualism in the rulings, so that the soul that
was brought up in ignorance accepts the provisions of the new
inheritance that Islam will bring in favor of women in general, whether
they are a girl, mother, sister, wife, or widow. We have seen the
intimidation of Islam from eating the inheritance of a woman and
forbidding it and ordering its avoidance and making her the right to
obtain a share of the inheritance, less or more. Then Islam came with
definitive texts and proof and definitive significance to impose the right
of women in general to inheritance and determine their share by fair
rules with practical provisions for women's fairness in inheritance. We
have demonstrated the wisdom of making a man's share twice as
much as a woman'’s inheritance share, and that is in two cases, and
the reasons for them are the man’s injustice is to assign him to bear
the alimony and provide the dowry legally and not for his preference
over the woman.
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